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We provide traditional and woodland burial or cremation and  
are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

In 2017, we were proud to open a spectacular new crematorium, based at Harbour View, 
our woodland burial ground overlooking Poole Harbour and the Purbeck Hills.

We also provide prepaid funeral plans, tailored to your requirements,  
and can assist with memorials and floristry.

TAPPER FUNERAL SERVICE

A fresh approach to funerals 

TAPPER FUNERAL SERVICE
32-34 Parkstone Road, Poole BH15 2PG

      01202 673164              pooleoffice@tapperfuneralservice.co.uk              www.tapperfuneralservice.co.uk

Our independent family business was established in Poole in 1904. We now 
have funeral homes thoughout East Dorset and West Hampshire.
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Executive meetings are held on the 
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The Royal British Legion, North Road, 
Poole. 

The Society 
for Poole

Chairman’s 
Note
Welcome to this the Winter 
2022 edition of the View from 
Poole.
It is getting dark again however 
I hope everyone is keeping 
warm in these difficult times, it 
won’t be long until Christmas 
and longer days – honestly.
We remain committed to 
Poole’s heritage however things 
are becoming more difficult with 
BCP being a larger and more 
impersonal organisation, the 
fact that we are part of a larger 
conurbation doesn’t help as 
there is less of a focus on Poole 
itself. It is therefore disappoint-
ing that our present Mayor, 
as passionate as he may be, 
appears to have got swallowed 
up in the system. We desper-
ately need our heritage leaders 
to step up, be bold and to be 
a rallying point for the cause of 
Poole, to shout loudly about 
heritage issues of concern to us 
all and to effectively commu-
nicate between like minded 
groups when battles need to 
be fought. Unfortunately, since 
the creation of Charter Trustees, 
this does not appear to be the 
case. All Poole Councillors are 
part of the Charter Trustees for 
the town and must take a step 
forward. The debacle of the 
Remembrance Sunday event 
in Poole Park is an embarrass-
ment to us all and must not be 
allowed to be replicated.
To this end the Society contin-
ues to fight for the missing her-
itage lamp post, recently trying 
to cajole the CEO of BCP Mr 
Graham Farrant, as well as the 
Chairman of BCP Cllr Hedges 
(who has previously support-
ed us on this point). We have 
been told “soon” and indeed 

I have been asked to attend a 
meeting, so fingers crossed we 
can make progress on this and 
the refurbishment of a couple of 
the light units for which we have 
been allocated £20,000 but 
have been blocked so far from 
doing anything.
We are also now committed 
to our next large project which 
is to Beat the Sea Bounds in 
2024. This, one of Poole’s most 
high-profile heritage events, 
has not occurred for several 
years and indeed the last event 
in 2016 with Mayor Xena Dion, 
had to be organised unoffi-
cially as the Poole Council of 
that time, wouldn’t sanction 
the event. This time we hope 
to shut the Quay, provide an 
afternoon of entertainment on 
the Quay with sea shanties etc 
whilst the sea bounds are beat-
en, returning to a pirate event 
on and in the Quay! Presently 
we have reached out to Poole 
Maritime Trust, Poole Rotary, 
Pirates of Poole and PHC but 
hope to engage with local busi-
nesses and other organisations 
to create the full experience. 
This will be a fitting event for 
our centenary year in 2024 and 
one I hope everyone can come 
along to and enjoy. If however 
you are able to help us organise 
this please let me know!
Meanwhile keep warm and safe.

Mike Pearce
Chairman
chairman@societyforpoole.org   
November 2022
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It was a pleasure to see everyone 
who attended our annual lunch at the 
Grasshopper. We welcomed the Mayor, 
Cllr Tony Trent and presented him with 
our pennant and honorary membership of 
our Society for the year.

It was an opportunity to better 
understand his approach to the role and 
aspiration for the rest of his term in office 
and allowed us to see if we could gain 
his assistance to work with the Charter 
Trustees for our Beating of the Bounds in 
2024.

Annual Lunch
By the noise around the table it is hoped 
that everyone enjoyed the lunch. Many 
thanks for Jan Marsh for coordinating the 
event and to the staff of the Grasshopper 
who looked after us so well.

We will look to see if we can get back to 
the Quay Hotel next year however the 
supplement of £500 for the room hire 
this year meant that it was decided to try 
somewhere new.

Proclamation of the King
I am proud that The Society for Poole 
organised the proclamation to the new 
King in September. Motivated by the 
disorganisation of BCP Council and the 
Charter Trustees of Poole who failed to 
confirm or communicate their intention 
to make the proclamation we stepped 
up and was pleased to arrange our 
Town Crier, David Squire, to make the 
Proclamation from the steps of the 
Guildhall.
The proclamation was undertaken during 
the open day of the Guildhall, which The 
Society for Poole took the lead, in support 
of the Dorset Architectural Heritage 
Week. The event regularly held has been 
promoted by the Society for many years 
but it gave us the perfect opportunity to 
cover the heritage of the building with the 
proclamation itself.
With 200 people gathered David stepped 
out on the top step and made an 
excellent scripted speech for the whole 
of Poole. Unfortunately, the Mayor, who 
was invited, supported the event but did 
not appear in his official capacity. Indeed, 
it is regretted that the Mayor, 5 days later, 
under pressure from the BCP machine, 
made the same speech outside the empty 
Civic Centre building to a handful of 
Councillors. 
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Buying a Corn Mill on the 
High Street - Poole and 
the London
One of Poole’s public houses 
with a long and interesting 
history is the Butler and 
Hops in central High Street, 
known for 100 years or so 
as the London Tavern Inn, 
which has occupied two 
buildings on the present 
site. It was in the early 1760s 
that John Butler, Gentleman, 
rebuilt or converted a house 
on High Street into an inn 
known as the Angel. In 
1766, it was given a new 
name of the French Horn 
and Trumpet and by 1771, 
the London Tavern name 
appears in local press 
notices. 
As one of the larger inns in 
Poole, the London had an 

important part to play in the 
life of the town. It was there 
that Poole merchants and 
businessmen could catch the 

coach which ran three days a 
week to London, taking only 
two days for the journey.
The rooms of the inn were 
frequently in use for official 
meetings and gatherings. 
In 1771, for instance, 
bankrupts John Churchill 
and Peter Jolliffe the elder 
met with their creditors ‘at 
the house of John Baynton, 
the sign of the London 
Tavern Inn at Poole’. The 
trustees of the Turnpike 
Trust held their meetings 
there for many decades.
In the early years of the 
19th century, the authorities 
hired a room at the London 
to hold inquests, when sad 
stories were often revealed. 
Naval Lieutenant Alexander 

Richardson was probably 
suffering from extreme 
depression when he hanged 
himself from the bedpost 
with a handkerchief in 1804. 
The verdict was that he 
committed suicide being 
‘lunatic and distracted’. Even 
more tragic was the death 
of a 3-year-old boy, Richard 
Taylor, who blew into the 
fire and accidentally set his 
clothes ablaze. Neighbours 
quickly smothered the 
flames, and applied oil and 
treacle, but he died later 
from burns and shock. 
Auction sales were 
frequent. In the comfortable 
surroundings of the London 
Tavern, you could put in a 
bid for a horse or a house, 
buy a carriage or even invest 
in a sailing ship like the 
ketch William and Catherine 
(74 tons) and the 90-ton 
schooner Amity on offer 
in 1807. Businesses were 
offered for sale there, a 
corn mill and mill house by 
the River Stour at Longham 
Bridge and in July 1811, a 
Poole brewery, with dwelling 
house, malthouse, offices 
and twelve tied public 
houses, including the Jolly 

Sailor, Air Balloon, Anchor 
and St. Clement in Poole 
and the George and New 
Inn in Longfleet.

The London Tavern was also 
a centre for the liberals in 
the town and in the election 
of 1818, a dinner was given 
for the (defeated) candidate, 
Christopher Spurrier and 
his supporters. His carriage 
was drawn to the London 
Tavern by ‘the populace’ 
preceded by a band with 
colours flying. The dinner 
was served in high style 
and consisted of ‘every 
choice delicacy the season 
could afford and wines of 
a superior quality’. The 
evening ended with loyal 
toasts, songs and speeches, 

Salisbury and Winchester Journal 20th Mar 1775

 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 26th Jan 1801

The old George Inn and toll house, Longfleet

Mr. Spurrier’s address being 
greeted by ‘thundering 
plaudits’.
The London Tavern’s main 
business as a coaching inn 
continued to develop, as 
roads improved, and more 
routes and faster services 
were added. In 1815, the 
Wellington Post Coach 
operated between the 
London Tavern and Bristol 
three times a week, taking 
13 hours or so each way. 
By 1822, the Sovereign, an 
elegant light post coach, 
was making the journey to 

London in just one day. It left 
the London Tavern at 6 am. 
and arrived at Southampton 
in time to catch the London 
coach, reaching London nine 
jolting hours later (or around 
fourteen hours for travellers 
from Poole). 
In 1830, the London 
Tavern, together with the 
Antelope was used to 
accommodate some of the 
entourage of King Charles 
X of France when he arrived 
at Hamworthy on his way 
into exile. The former king 
himself was entertained 
by the Welds at Lulworth 
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Castle. A very different sort 
of visitor was Richard Sands 
and his American Circus, 
which visited Poole on tour 
with its stud of 35 horses 
and 25 equestrians in 1843. 
The spectacular entry of 
the horses into the London 
Tavern yard was much 
admired.
The growth of the railways 
gradually curtailed the 
coach routes. Soon, the 
London coaches from Poole 
were travelling only as far 
as Southampton where 
passengers could travel on 
by rail in greater speed and 
comfort. In 1847, the railway 
reached lower Hamworthy. 
William Furmage, the 
enterprising landlord of 
the London Hotel (as it 
was now known), made a 
virtue out of the new era 
by providing a horse-drawn 
omnibus to meet every train 
‘day and night’ and convey 
the passengers over the 
Hamworthy bridge to Poole, 
with an omnibus three times 
a day to Bournemouth. 
He also collected the mail 

for distribution through 
the town and acted as an 
agent for the South Western 
Railway Company. 
When the railway at last 
connected Poole with 
Bournemouth and beyond 
in 1874, the hotel’s 
omnibus routes were made 

redundant, but its services 
were still in demand by 
travellers, local organisations 
including the Poole Liberals, 
auctioneers, businessmen 
and others. In May 1874, 
the successful Liberal 
parliamentary candidate, 

premises. As the need for 
stabling diminished, the out-
buildings were put to other 
uses. At one stage there was 
a bar accessible only from 
Hill Street, known as the 
London Tap. 

It was in the 1930s that 
the proprietors decided to 
demolish the old hotel and 
rebuild in a more modern 
style. During demolition, a 
foundation stone with the 
date 1725 was found, and 
later built into the garden 
wall.  The new building 
was designed by architects 
Cooper and Austin of Poole 
and built by Mr. R. J. Bishop 
of Parkstone, with paint, 
enamels and other supplies 
provided by W.E.Boone's in 
the High Street opposite the 
hotel. Most of the furniture 

 Salisbury and Winchester Journal 26th May 1843

Mr. Charles Waring, was 
pulled in his carriage by 
his supporters from the 
London Hotel to Parkstone, 
round the town and back to 
the hotel, preceded by an 
omnibus carrying the town 
brass band. Unfortunately, 
Mr. Waring’s agents were 
accused of bribing the 
electors with promises of 
unlimited beer, and he was 
unseated. 
Photographs of the London 
Hotel show a plain Georgian 
3-storey brick building of 8 
bays with sash windows. At 
one time, a pillared portico 
sheltered the main entrance 
so that guests could alight 
from their carriages under 
cover. Access to the stables 
was probably from Hill 
Street at the back of the 

High Street with the London Hotel on the right, decorated for Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee

 A scene from the frieze - waiting at the level crossing, High Street

came from Harvey Nichols, 
including the green leather 
chairs in the lounge, and the 
kitchens were fitted out with 
the very latest equipment. 
 At the reopening in 1936, 
the local newspaper 
described the new building 
as ‘pleasing in its simplicity’ 
with ‘the suggestion of 
hops in the Purbeck stone 
over the entrances’. The 
decorative ‘30s style 
windows are also highly 
distinctive. Round the walls 
of the lounge was a unique 
painted frieze produced 

by Cecil Todd of the Poole 
Art School and some of his 
students, depicting Poole 
scenes, public houses and 
local characters (described 
and explained in Andrew 
Hawkes’ book A Pint of 
Good Poole Ale). 
Several of the panels of the 
frieze are now in the Poole 
Museum. (see below) 
Only four years after the 
opening of the new London 
Hotel, the building was 
badly damaged during a 
bombing raid on Poole 
which destroyed the tailor’s 
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as the London Hotel until 
1969, when it was renamed 
the Old Harry after the 15th 
century Poole pirate, Harry 
Paye. 
In the last 50 years it has had 
several names including the 
Globe Café and now, the 
Butler and Hops, reflecting 
the name of John Butler 
who started the inn on its 
long tradition of hospitality, 
250 years ago.

Jenny 
Main sources: Salisbury 
and Winchester Jounal / 
Poole and Dorset Herald / 
Hawkes, A. A Pint of Good 
Poole Ale / Oliver, J. The 
Book of Poole High Street.

01202 672427
care-south.co.uk

In the heart of the 
Poole community

Coles Avenue  |  Hamworthy  |  BH15 4HL 

Contact us today to see how we can help create a 
new home for you or a loved one

Care South is a leading provider of residential, dementia 
and nursing care homes across the south of England and 
a not-for-profi t charity.
Registered Charity No. 1014697

Safely 
welcoming 
new residents
with our welcome 
promise, providing 
comfort, reassurance 
and a safe place to 
enjoy life.

DORSET HOUSE

A Care South home for 
residential and dementia care
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Poole Fish Shambles

A fish market was granted by Charter in 
1667 By King Charles the second. It was 
in the High Street behind the Custom 
House. The Custom House then was in 
Strand Street, which then places the fish 
market was where Dibbins is today.
All Poole fishermen were obliged to 
display their catch in the Fish Market ‘ for 
the better accommodation or victualling of 

the inhabitants of Poole’ before taking it 
for sale elsewhere.
Shambles comes from the Latin  
SCANDLUM meaning a small bench or 
stall used for meat or fish sellers to display 
their wares. 
In 1789 it was relocated to Poole Quay 
near where the Pottery would be sited.
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On 14th May 1914 the Mayor 
G.C.A.Kentish opened the new Shambles 
commemorated by a plaque on the 
western gable. Lighting was provided 
by gas 'each lamp being lighted and 
regulated separately by the attendant in 

Today the Fish Shambles has been 
replaced with a shelter to look like  the 
Fish Shambles, and it retains the name.

14 15

In 1830 was replaced by a new building on Poole Quay

In 1913 the last one was erected in 
November after the tender of Messrs E .P. 
Pearcy of Parkstone of £734.10.0. It was 63 
feet by 26 feet. 
End elevations red and blue Staffordshire 
bricks ' with local terra cotta dressings' while 
the side walls with 10 stall openings on 
either side of the building were reinforced 
brickwork partly fitted with white glazed tiles 
inside and out were set back 6 feet so that 
when the Market was not in use, it could 
provide 2 covered shelters both 60 feet 
long for fishermen and sailors. The roof was 

slated and in the centre was a bell turret with 
louvered ventilators in which was hung the 
bell of the old building. In addition an 8 day 
clock complete with copper dial was put up 
in the west gable. The floors were concrete 
with cement rendering. The 20 stalls were 
arranged that when they were not in use 
they could be tilted upright to act as shutters 
. The surface of these stalls were covered 
with sheet metal and the iron framing was 
galvanised whilst the fittings and fastenings 
were of brass aluminium and galvanised iron 
to prevent rust carried by sea spray.

office." The Shambles were demolished in 
February 1959 by Comptons.
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From the Pen of Len Way  

16 17

If you have a Poole accent and think that in 2022 Poole is in trouble, have a go at  
translating this conversation from 1922 from Herbert Carter’s book “Wha’s Mar’r Wi 
Poole” conversational scaps overheard on Constitution Hill published in 1922. 

Blast from 100 years ago
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be set annually (with pre-
notification of attendance 
to aid practicalities) – 
perhaps such meetings 
could be held by the Poole 
Charter Trust, to aid their 
duties of ensuring the 
intentions of the Royal 
Charters are being fulfilled 
(Ad Morem Villae de 
Poole).

6: We have disagreed 
strongly with the central 
government planning 
proposals (to weaken local 
and democratic influence 
on our built environment) 
and supported a ‘vision for 
planning’ produced by 18 
organisations including the 
Town and Country Planning 
Association and the Open 
Spaces Society.

I look forward to further 
prompts / queries from 
Members over the coming 
months, to ensure that our 
Society does assist our 
various elected decision-
makers as they consider 
how best to plan the future 
of our conurbation of which 
Poole is such a significant 
part. Such action should 
help ensure the welfare 
and progress of Poole as 
a valuable and respected 
partner in our region, the 
12th largest local authority 
nationwide.

				  
				  
	

Adult Education  
01202 262300

Adult Social Care  
01202 633902

Bin & Street Cleaning 
01202 261700

Birth, Marriages  
& Deaths 01202 633744

Blue Badges  
01202 633605

Bus Passes  
01202 634249

Children’s Social  
Services 01202 735046

Council Tax payment  
line 01202 672932

Family Information 
Services  
01202 261999

Poole Hospital (A&E) 
01202 665511

Housing Benefit  
Enquiries 0345 0344569

Libraries  
01202 265200

Parking Penalties & 
Permits  
01202 634240

Pest Control  
01202 261700

Road & Pavement 
Maintenance  
01202 265255

School Admissions  
01202 261936

Street Lights  
01202 262223

Toilets  
01202 261700

Useful Phone 
NumbersPoole Maritime 

Trust Talks
At Royal Motor Yacht Club – Sandbanks -  7:30pm 
for 8pm
Talks are free to SfP members

12th January Talk
The History of Brownsea Castle
Speaker tbc

2nd February Talk
Defence of the Realm
Mike Curtis

2nd March  Talk
The Lyser Legacy, the foundations of the Port 
Line Ltd (1937-1982)
Jonathan Clark

18 19

Society talks & AGM
All Society for Poole talks take 
place at the Royal British Legion 
Hall, North Road Poole BH14 0LY 
at 7pm for 7:30pm start.  
Members £3 Guests £4  
Pay on door

17th January - Dad’s Army 
Fact and Fiction
Steve Roberts 

21st  February - The true story 
of the African Queen
Kevin Patience  

21st March - Treasures of  
Dorset,  Christopher Le Grand

18th April AGM  
(FREE ENTRANCE)
Coffee/Tea and nibbles with a 
talk about the Poole Maritime 
Trust

16th May Talk - A Labour of 
Love 
East Dorset Hospitals in WW1
Jan Marsh
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Compton Acres – Not Just  

Dorset’s Finest Gardens…

Did you know that the multi-award winning tourist 
attraction is also home to a wide variety of charming gifts 
and culinary delights?
Visit the Compton Acres Gift Shop & ‘Gifted Moments’ store for:

• Locally sourced and fair  
trade treasures 

•	 Scrumptious	confectionery	
•	 Sophisticated	wines

•	Hand	crafted	children’s	toys
•	 Stylish	kitchenware
• Luxury beauty products
• And more!

Compton Acres is also home to one of Dorset’s most popular Café and 
Tearooms. Indulge in wholesome, home-cooked dishes, inspired by Great 
British classics, as well as a mouth-watering variety of traditional homemade 
cakes and pastries.
If you’re looking for a world of elegant gifts, tastes, smells and delights - 
right on your doorstep, visit Compton Acres…

Compton Acres is renowned across the UK as one of  
the country’s finest private gardens… BUT

164 Canford Cliffs Road, Poole, Dorset BH13 7ES  |  Tel: 01202 700 778
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